UK SCOPE WORKING PARTY


Draft minutes of the meeting held at 1 Carlton House Terrace London on Tuesday 3rd July 2001 at 2.30 PM

Present

Dr. Martin Angel

Dr. Tanya Bowyer-Bower (by invitation, co-opted to the Peri-Urban project)

Professor Tony Bradshaw

Professor Ian Douglas (Chair)

Dr. Fiona Marshall (by invitation, co-opted to the Peri-Urban project) 

Dr. Jeremy Woods

In attendance: Miss Ruth Cooper (Royal Society) and Mr. Nigel Lawson (Assistant to Chair and Secretary of the Working Group)

Apologies

Dr. Neil Adger, Dr. Frans Berkhout, Professor Helen ApSimon

1.  Resignation

The Chairman reported that Professor J.P.Grime had resigned his membership of the Working Party and thanked him for his services.  

2.  Welcome

The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting and expressed a special welcome to new member Dr. Jeremy Woods, the co-ordinator of UK SCOPE’s Sustainable Use of Southern African Savannah project.  He also expressed a special welcome to Dr. Fiona Marshall and to Dr. Tanya Bowyer-Bower,    

who have been specially invited to comment on the Peri-Urban project.

3.  New Member

The Working Party recommended that Dr. Jeremy Woods be invited to join the Working Party as a full member.

4.  Minutes of the meeting held 14/1/2000

The minutes were accepted and there were no matters arising.

5.  Web site

Dr. Woods offered to design and maintain a Web Site for the Working Party that would be linked to the Royal Society and the SCOPE web sites. His offer was accepted with thanks.  He agreed to liase with Miss Cooper to ensure that the RS logo and other RS material was used according to RS rules.

6.  UK contributions to SCOPE projects

· Dr. Woods reported on the ‘Sustainable Use of Southern African Savannah’ project which commenced in September 1997, is still ongoing and has secured finance for this year.   

· Professor Bradshaw reported on the ‘Restoration of Terrestrial and Aquatic Systems’ project.  The project is now at the writing up stage.

· Professor Douglas reported on the ‘ESPROMUD’ (Earth Surface PROcesses, Materials use and Urban Development) project which is also at the writing up stage. 

7.  The Environmental Change in Peri-Urban areas project

Professor Douglas reported that he had prepared an outline proposal of the Peri-Urban Project which was well received at the SCOPE Open Executive Committee meeting in Beijing.  It was submitted to ICSU by SCOPE.  The Working Party noted with pleasure that US$95,000 had been granted by ICSU to take the project forward.  The Working Group agreed that it is important to take a holistic approach to the project.  It is essential to embrace groups in Africa, India and China who are already working in this field.  The need to answer the questions “What is already known? Who are the significant workers in this field? And what are the innovative methodologies that exist or can be developed to cope with peri-urban problems?” was stressed.  It is essential to set the science in the context of the social and political structures and cultures of the communities and settlements involved.  Therefore the project steering group should have adequate representation of social scientists and planners.  It will be important to embrace a diversity of relevant disciplines in all regional meetings.  

It was proposed to hold a UK meeting on the Peri-Urban project by about July 2002.  Professor Douglas undertook to put a proposal for funding to the RS.  Meeting at the RS could also act to revive the pattern of regular UK SCOPE meetings.  

It was agreed that other planned urban and peri-urban science meetings should be taken in to account, particularly the NERC URGENT programme annual meeting in Birmingham in April 2002 which also has related activities on European Urban Science.  The distinctive nature of the proposed ICSU-SCOPE Peri-Urban project would have to be spelt out.  

It was agreed that people wishing to participate in the planning meeting in Paris on August 9-11 2001 should inform the interim project Chairman, Professor Ian Douglas, as soon as possible.

8.  UK delegation to SCOPE General Assembly in Bremen

It was agreed that Professor Ian Douglas and Dr. Jeremy Woods would attend the SCOPE General Assembly in Bremen 24-28 August 2001.  Both represent SCOPE projects as well as the Working Party.  Professor Douglas will be the chief UK delegate.

9.  Nominations to the SCOPE Executive Committee

It was agreed that the Working Party would recommend to the Royal Society that Professor Ian Douglas be nominated for election to the SCOPE Executive Committee.

10.  Possible UK SCOPE Working Party scientific meeting

It was agreed that the Peri-Urban project meeting would be the next UK SCOPE meeting, but that one other subject should be planned at the meeting. The outcome of the Savannah project might be a suitable topic.

11.  Next meeting

The next meeting will be held to coincide with the GERC meeting.  It will be held at the Royal Society on Tuesday November 20th at 10.30 AM 

12.  Any other business

· Miss Cooper informed the Working Party of current activities at the Royal Society on environmental issues.

· Miss Cooper brings the following Royal Society opportunities to the attention of the Working Party:

1. ICSU business meeting grants – forms on the web

2. conference grants – forms on the web

3. chief delegate expenses automatically paid

4. modest budget for workshops – proposals to go through GERC

